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full horror of September the 11th, 4 years
ago, and more recently, when following the
terrorist attacks in London, so many of us
in the United Kingdom were profoundly
touched by the many messages of steadfast
support and solidarity from across the
United States.

But our visit is not focused only on the
misfortunes that have united our nations.
We were particularly pleased to have had
the chance this afternoon to go with Mrs.
Bush to the inspiring SEED School in Ana-
costia, a school that offers young people
from underprivileged backgrounds the
chance to fulfill the potential that each per-
son has. And this, incidentally, is what my
Prince’s Trust has been seeking to do for
very nearly 30 years in the United King-
dom, and which has led to over half a mil-
lion young people being assisted to develop
their individual talents and abilities.

And, Mr. President, I am also very con-
scious of the extraordinary social progress
this country has achieved. On the day Rosa
Parks is laid to rest, there is a powerful

message, I think, here about tolerance and
inclusion that has relevance for the whole
international community.

My wife and I are deeply grateful to
you, Mr. President, and Mrs. Bush for your
generous hospitality towards us, but more
so, as I am only too conscious of the enor-
mous challenges and responsibilities which
face the 43d President of the United States.
And I need hardly say that so many people
throughout the world look to the United
States of America for a lead on the most
crucial issues that face our planet and, in-
deed, the lives of our grandchildren. Truly,
the burdens of the world rest on your
shoulders.

In conclusion may I propose a toast to
you, Mr. President, to Mrs. Bush, and to
the people of the United States of America.

[At this point, the President and Prince
Charles offered a toast.]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:55 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Reduce Federal Spending

November 3, 2005

Today the Senate took an important step
forward in cutting the deficit. I commend
Senate leadership and the other Senators
who supported this spending reduction leg-
islation, and I congratulate Senator Gregg

on its successful passage. Congress needs
to send me a spending reduction package
this year to keep us on track to cutting
the deficit in half by 2009.

Statement on Senate Passage of Energy Legislation

November 3, 2005

Increasing our domestic energy supply
will help lower gasoline prices and utility
bills. We can and should produce more
crude oil here at home in environmentally
responsible ways. The most promising site
for oil in America is a 2,000 acre site in

1646

the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and
thanks to technology, we can reach this en-
ergy with little impact on the land or wild-
life. T applaud the Senate for passing legis-
lation to improve our energy situation with
this commonsense approach.
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